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“And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we 

may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.”  1 John 2:28 
 

3 evidences of genuine faith 
John was one of Jesus’ earliest followers and closest friends.  Having 
walked with Jesus for three years, observing his life and listening to his 
teaching, he had a pulse on what was most important to Jesus.  Several 
times in this letter, John helps us take inventory of our faith.  He gives 
three tests to determine what it means to be an authentic Jesus-follower: 
 

 

Why is it important for us to believe?      1 John 2:18-19 
 We are living in the “last hour.”  

Jesus first came from heaven into our world as a little baby, and he’ll 
come again as a king.  Every eye will see him.  And it could happen 
at any time.  The ‘last hour’ began back in John’s day and has been 
growing in intensity ever since.  What may seem like a long delay 
since the first century should not be a surprise to us.  (see 2 Peter 3:8-9) 
 

 The spirit of antichrist seeks to lead Christians astray. 
This refers both to…            1 John 2:18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7; Mark 13:22 
1. A spirit in the world that opposes or denies Christ—which has 

been in the world since Satan declared war on God (Genesis 3).  
2. A person who one day will head up the final world rebellion 

against Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). 

What is the truth about Jesus?    1 John 2:20-23 

 Jesus—as God—became a person just like us (100% human) 
“If a person…acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, 
that person has the Spirit of God.”  1 John 4:2, NLT; Romans 10:9-10 

 

 Jesus—as a man—is still God (100% divine) 
“Jesus Christ…is the only true God, and he is eternal life.” 1 John 5:20 
To deny these truths about Jesus is evidence that a person is in 
serious error—John says they don’t belong to Christ.  
 

If a person says, “Well, you and I agree about God the Father; we 
just don’t agree on who Jesus is.”  That’s not possible; we can’t 
divide the Father and Jesus (or the Spirit).  1 John 2:23; John 10:30 
 

We know the truth about Jesus from two perfect witnesses: 
1.  The Word of God: “what you have heard from the beginning.” 2:24 

2.  The Spirit of God:  “the anointing you received.”  2:27, 20 

 
How can we recognize false teachers?          1 John 2:19,22,26 

1. They’ve walked away from Jesus-honoring, Bible-believing churches. 
“They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us.”  2:19 
Most cults today were started or are led by individuals who were in 
Bible-believing local churches like Grace.  But they drifted… 

2. They deny that Jesus is 100% God and 100% human.  2:22-23 
3. They try to lure other Christians to follow their brand of teaching. 

“I’m writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead 
you astray.”  2:26-27  False teachers rarely try to convert people who 
are lost and have no interest in spiritual things.  Instead, they go after 
Christians with a deceptive counterfeit, often with truth mixed in. 

 
What’s our big motivation to stay faithful to Jesus?   2:24-29 

John repeatedly warns us to “continue“ in what we were taught, to hold 
onto the message we heard “from the beginning.”  Why? 

 So we can “be confident & unashamed before him at his coming” 
We have a forever home waiting for us in heaven.  Let’s live like it! 
 

 Do I believe that Jesus is 100% divine and human? 
 Have I put my trust in him, following His leadership in every area? 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

   

Obey  

Am I living by God’s 
Word? 

Love  

Am I valuing people 
like Jesus does? 

Believe  

Do I accept that Jesus 
is God our Savior? 


